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The story so far

Illustration generated by Julian Hoffmann 
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Example: “Hoffmann Shipping”:

► Owner: German

► Flag: Antigua and Barbuda

► Freight agent: Netherlands

► Seafarers: Poland

► Crewing agent: Cyprus

► Cargo: Turkey

► to Canada

► Fuel: Spain

► Insurance: United Kingdom

► Shipyard: Portugal
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http://stats.unctad.org/maritime

http://stats.unctad.org/maritime
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UN Convention 
on Conditions for 
Registration of Ships

►Not [yet] in force

►Would require 40 

contracting parties 
with at least 25 per 
cent of the world’s 

tonnage

►Currently: 15 
contracting parties



UN Convention on Conditions 
for Registration of Ships

► The United Nations Convention on 
Conditions for Registration of Ships, 
1986, was adopted under the auspices 
of UNCTAD, after intensive negotiations, 
among developed, “open registry”, and developing 
countries, on 7 February 1986. 

► Its aim was to tighten the conditions under which 
States would be allowed to register ships, 
including by establishing the minimum elements of 
the “genuine link” between the vessel and the 
State of registration. 



UN Convention on Conditions 
for Registration of Ships

► Each State shall establish 
“a competent and adequate national 
maritime administration”, able to ensure 
compliance with international rules and standards 
concerning “the safety of ships and persons on 
board and the prevention of pollution of the 
marine environment”. 

► Although the Convention has not entered into 
force, its provisions have significantly influenced a 
number of national laws on ship registration.
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What explains this?



Or rather…

►What explains the choice of the 
national flag? 





Data

►All ships of 1000 GT and above

►Two Years

▪ 2012:  46085 ships

▪ 2017:  50153 ships

►Source: 

UNCTAD data provided by Clarksons



The variable to explain:

Likelihood to fly the national flag



The maths
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IMO conventions?
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6 concluding 
thoughts



1) History



2) Competitive – also at home



3) National restrictions



4) Incentives



5) Service cluster



6) “Owning out” 
(instead of flagging out)
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